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(i) that compound words are conspicuously absent from the
Word Book (e.g., spirit-level, tape-measure, bed-clothes] (2) that plurals
are frequently not given where the -s gives the singular a new
sense (e.g., scale scales, fat Jats]; and (3) that English weights,
measures, and coins are naturally rated too low in frequency.
We should go to Thdrndike's list to discover how frequently,
not how early in life a word is used. There is no doubt that in
the next ten years we shall hetve separate word lists for reading,
writing, and speaking, and then it will be more fully realized
how important Thorndike's pioneering was. Several such lists,
indeed, have already appeared, the best-known being Horn's
Basic Writing Vocabulary'1 (a list of the most commonly used
10,000 words), Gates's Reading Vocabulary for the Primary Graded
(a Rst of the most useful 1500 words for the young reader to
know)5 and Stone's Graded Vocabulary for Primary Reading* (a list
of the commonest 2000 words in books for young children).
Less well known, perhaps, is the Carnegie Committee's Interim
Report on Vocabulary Selection* which gives a list of approximately
2000 words offered as a foundation vocabulary for use in teaching
English to non-English speaking pupils.
1 University of Iowa Monographs in Education, ist Series, No. 4, 1926.
8 New York, Teachers College, Columbia University, 1936 (the list in the 1935
edition has been increased to 1811 words).
3  See Better Primary Reading ($t Louis, Webster Publishing Co-, 1936).
4  London, P. S. King and Co, 1936.